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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: 	Scott House Museum Collections Care and Conservation 


Scott House is a unique and inspiring museum that brings the work and legacy of Sir Peter Scott vividly to life. Set overlooking the ever-changing Rushy Lake and the many wild birds it attracts, the house captures a moment in time - preserved much as it was during Sir Peter’s lifetime. A highlight for many visitors is the studio where the pioneering BBC natural history programme Look was broadcast. One of the world’s first live wildlife shows, Look demonstrated the power of bringing wildlife up close to inspire care and curiosity.
This volunteer role is all about caring for the collection in this remarkable house so that it continues to inspire visitors for generations to come. If you enjoy caring for historic interiors, artefacts and artworks and take pride in keeping special places looking their best, this could be the perfect opportunity for you.
Why do we need you?
Sir Peter Scott’s House Museum opened to the public in September 2019 and is presented as it would have been during his lifetime. Visitors mainly experience the house through guided tours, moving through rooms filled with original pictures, books, furnishings and personal objects that once formed part of the Scott family’s everyday life.
We are looking for volunteers to support the conservation care of these collections to museum standards, helping to protect this important heritage and ensure it remains accessible, engaging and well cared for.
At WWT, we believe the best way for people to understand and connect with wetlands is to experience them first-hand. Alongside our incredible landscapes and wildlife at Slimbridge Wetland Centre, Scott House plays a vital role in sharing WWT’s history and Sir Peter Scott’s lasting influence on conservation and broadcasting.

This role involves:
· Assisting with conservation cleaning of objects and furnishings
· Supporting the wider preventative conservation cleaning programme
· Monitoring environmental conditions and object care
· Handle interesting and delicate objects that could tell a few stories, if only they could talk!
· From time to time there may be opportunities to carry out inventory checks and condition monitoring, as well as using MODES, our collections management system, to maintain object records
This role will suit you if:
· Have an interest in heritage and a respect for historic objects
· Are methodical, with a good eye for detail and good manual dexterity
· Are keen to learn preventative conservation techniques
· Enjoy working as part of a team 
How will you benefit?
· Make a meaningful contribution to the preservation of WWT’s heritage
· Develop specialist, transferable conservation and collections care skills
· Volunteer in an inspiring historic setting with beautiful views of Rushy Lake and the wildlife it supports 
· Become part of a friendly, knowledgeable and passionate team
· Meet like-minded people with shared interests in heritage and conservation
Practicalities
Where will you be based?	Scott House Museum, WWT Slimbridge Wetland Centre
Who will you volunteer with?	The Scott House Team led by Charlotte Stokes, Visitor Experience Manager
Time commitment?	You can choose to volunteer for a full or a half-day any day of the week, ideally either weekly or fortnightly. There may also be additional opportunities to support our annual deep clean.

General notes:
Volunteers play a crucial role in saving wetlands for wildlife and people, and we want your volunteering to be a positive and fun experience. You’ll get a warm welcome, including information on training, equipment and other information you need.  This will include risk assessments based on your role and any particular support identified for you.
Volunteers receive access to our sites, and discounts in our shops and cafes. Some roles include a uniform or require the use of equipment or protective clothing. We regret that we are not able to reimburse expenses incurred for travel to the site. Any pre-agreed out-of-pocket expenses incurred during the role will be reimbursed.
If you are based at a particular site or office location, you’ll need to be able to get yourself there and back. Getting to the Centre: Road: Slimbridge Wetland Centre is 2 miles off the A38. There is a large car park with ample car parking spaces and there is a bike rack available for staff volunteers. Rail: Cam & Dursley rail station is a 3.5-mile cycle or taxi ride away. Bus: WWT Slimbridge is served by Gloucestershire County Council’s bookable bus service – The Robin.
We will keep you up to date with what’s happening across WWT and the difference you will be helping to make happen. 
Interested?
If you are interested in this role, please apply online so that we can talk it through further with you. If you don't wish to apply online, please email volunteering@wwt.org.uk or leave a message at 01453 891 231 with your name and number.  
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